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“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

Comfort us, O Lord, for we are like your disciples on the storm tossed seas, unsettled by what lies 
ahead. 
We turn to You, our Healer and Guide, to still our hearts in our time of  need and hear our prayer: 
Heal those who are sick with the coronavirus and protect the elderly and most vulnerable. 
Give strength to all who tend to our health and wisdom to researchers who work toward a cure. 
Open our eyes and hearts, as you did during Hurricane Harvey, that we may look beyond our 
immediate needs to care for others who need help. 
Through the Holy Spirit, guide our leaders to make wise decisions for the welfare of  all the 
people they serve. 
Grant eternal rest to those who have died from the virus. 
May Mary, Our Mother, who has heard our pleas in the storms of  our lives,  
intercede to her Son, that we may find healing and a prompt end to this illness. 
Mary, Star of  the Sea, pray for us. 
Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Savior, heal us. Amen.

Archdiocese of  Galveston-Houston Prayer in the Time of  the Coronavirushttps://www.archgh.org/spiritualresources?.

SPIRITUAL BOUQUET 
Thank you to our members who have sent in their intentions to be included in our Spiritual 
Bouquet to our Priests and Religious.  We still have members who have not yet responded to our 
appeal.  Losing regular contact with our priests through personal attendance at mass reinforces 
how important our priests and religious are in our ability to walk with God. The Spiritual 
Bouquet is a wonderful way to lift them up in what is a very difficult time for them.   Let us all 
make this effort to support them with our prayers. 
You have until March 27 to make your submission.  If  you have already sent in your intentions 
but would like to revise them in light of  our changed circumstances, you can click the link in the 
solicitation email you received and submit a new set of  intentions.  Please contact Jim Stevens, 
jim.r.stevens.jr@gmail.com, or 281-772-7918) if  you have any questions or need a link to the 
online survey form, Click Here to Submit Your Intentions   
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The	Divine	Vaccina,on	

COVID-19	is	a	virus.	It	can	make	you	sick.	It	is	microscopic.	It	is	contagious.	Nobody	wants	to	get	it,	but	
you	 certainly	 could.	 Should	 it	 stop	 your	 life?	 Should	 it	 stop	 life	 as	 we	 know	 it?	 Should	 it	 cripple	 the	
economy,	shut	down	travel,	cause	a	run	on	toilet	paper,	close	schools	and	churches?	

I	 don’t	 know.	 It’s	 beyond	my	 puny	 abiliFes	 to	 comprehend.	 All	 I	 know	 is	 that	 such	 anxiety	 seems	 to	
mulFply.	People	 feel	 isolated	and	disoriented.	The	more	we	hear,	 the	more	 scared	we	get.	Maybe	we	
should	 stop	 listening,	 and	 do	 what	 people	 do	 best….care	 for	 one	 another.	 	 In	 reaching	 out,	 we	 will	
become	calmer.	In	connecFng,	we	gain	strength.	

I	realize	we	need	to	try	to	curb	the	contagiousness.	We	need	to	stop	gathering	 in	unsafe	 large	groups.	
We	need	to	wash	our	hands	and	saniFze,	but	go	beyond	that.	Call	your	neighbor.	See	how	they’re	doing	
and	 encourage	 them.	 Add	 a	 liOle	 posiFve	 to	 their	 day.	 Remind	 them	 that	 aQer	 the	 rain	 comes	 the	
flowers.	We’ll	come	out	of	this	stronger.	We	will	help	those	in	need.		We	will	comfort	those	who	mourn.	
We	will	survive	and	build	a	stronger	tomorrow.		

It	seems	ironic	that	this	pandemic	comes	in	Lent….is	this	a	reminder	of	“Remember	man	thou	are	dust	
and	to	dust	thou	shall	return?”	Is	God	trying	to	tell	us	something?	

Recall	the	Scripture,	“What	eye	has	not	seen	and	ear	has	not	heard…God	prepares	for	those	who	love	
Him.”	(1Corinthians	2:9).	

We	cannot	see	COVID:19,	we	cannot	hear	it,	but	it’s	there.	Just	like	God.	God’s	invisible	like	the	virus.	You	
can	 only	 see	 the	 virus	 with	 a	 microscope.	 You	 can	 only	 see	 God	 with	 faith.	 	 Maybe	 we	 need	 to	 be	
reminded	to	strengthen	our	faith.	Maybe	when	the	churches	close,	we’ll	think	about	how	important	it	is	
to	have	church.			

Church	is	assembly.	People	from	all	over,	each	with	their	own	life	and	dream	and	need.	When	we	gather	
to	worship	and	love	one	another,	we’re	all	coming	together	as	God	has	told	us	He	wants.	He	is	the	Vine	
and	we	are	the	Branches.			

Christ’s	life	is	within	us,	and	with	us,	and	through	us,	because	He	loves	us.	A	virus	cannot	hurt	that.	We	
are	immune.	We’ve	got	the	divine	vaccinaFon.	

Let	us	remember	that	in	this	crisis.	Be	careful,	be	aware,	be	part	of	the	cure….but	also,	don’t	be	afraid	to	
love	one	another.	God’s	got	this.	He	always	does.	He’s	got	US	and	even	though	we	can’t	see	it,	He’s	there.	

Written by Lorrie Carroll, sister of  Doug Reed 
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SERRA CLUB IS INVOLVED IN MANY ACTIVITIES 

Serrans coordinated Tailgating event at the Seminarian vs Priest Basketball Game
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Missed!
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Prayer Contest Update 
With the closing of  schools, the celebration and awarding of  prizes to the students who won the prayer contest 
at St. Mary Magdalene, St. Martha School, and St. Martha CCE, everything is on hold.  We will take one day 
at a time and just pray for quick relief  from this Coronavirus.

Remembering Vocations in your Lenten Devotions—2020  
"Prayer itself, born in Catholic families, nurtured by programs of  Christian formation, strengthened by the grace of  the sacraments, is 
the first means by which we come to know the Lord’s will for our lives. To the extent that we teach young people to pray, and to pray 
well, we will be cooperating with God’s call. Programs, plans and projects have their place; but the discernment of  a vocation is above 
all the fruit of  an intimate dialogue between the Lord and his disciples. Young people, if  they know how to pray, can be trusted to know 
what to do with God’s call." Pope Benedict XVI  

  
April 5—Palm Sunday: “Fasting and almsgiving, which, together with prayer, the Church proposes in a special 
way during the Lenten Season, are suitable means for us to become conformed to this “gaze”. The examples of  
the saints and the long history of  the Church’s missionary activity provide invaluable indications of  the most 
effective ways to support development.” 3 Pray for vocations and support ministries to those who are in need.  
April 10—Good Friday: “Christ offers his own example and issues the invitation to follow him. He asks those 
who hear his voice to give their lives for others. This sacrifice is a source of  self-fulfillment and joy, as is seen in the 
eloquent example of  those men and women who, leaving all security behind, have not hesitated to risk their lives 
as missionaries in different parts of  the world.”4 We must reflect upon the need for enough priests to minister to 
the needs of  the faithful by celebrating the mass.”  
Prayer for Vocations 6  
Heavenly Father, Lord of  the harvest, call forth vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life from our diocese 
and our families. Inspire men to imitate Christ, the Eternal High Priest, in sacrificial service to your Church. 
Move the hearts of  men and women to offer themselves wholly to You in poverty, chastity and obedience. Send 
them as laborers for Your harvest. Inspire the faithful to support them with prayers and sacrifice. Raise up holy 
families who foster openness to your call. We ask this through Christ Our Lord.  

Amen 

Lenten devotional piece prepared by a Serran for use in the Arlington Catholic Diocese, Arlington, VA. and 
shared by USA Council of Serra International
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• After 8:30 a.m. Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene in 
Humble; St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass each Friday; St. John of  the Cross, HOLY 
HOURS: Tuesday – Thursday 7:00 a.m.– 8:00 a.m. -Monday 7:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m. -Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
silent hour 9 a.m.-10 a.m, 8 p.m.-10 p.m.  

• Fri. April 3, First 6 Saints Series, Sts. Louis & Paul II Zelie Guerin Martini St. Martha, after the 8:30 Mass 
• Fri. April 10, Good Friday 
• Sunday, April 12, Easter Sunday 
• Tues. April 14 Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Fri. April 10, Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha /

cancelled due to Good Friday 
• Thurs. April 16, Outreach Mass, St. Leo the Great, 2131 Lauder Rd.  8:00 a.m. (wear Serra Shirt) 
• Mon. April 27, Serra Monthly meeting at Italiano’s 6:30 p.m. 
• Saturday, May 23, Serra Installation, St. Mary’s Seminary 
• Mon. May 25, Memorial Day, Serra Monthly meeting at Italiano’s will NOT BE HELD.  Encourage all to 

attend the May 23, Installation at St. Mary’s.

April Birthdays  
12 - Father Michael Applegate, St. 
Michael the Archangel 
16 - Diddy Muck -  
17 - John Bush 
18 - Joe Sullivan 
20 - Bishop George Sheltz, Chancery 
of the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston 
21 - Deacon Jon Barfield, St. Martha

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 

marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 

https://serraus.org 
https://serra10.com 

• Prayers for all that we stay safe from 
the Coronavirus

All dates are questionable….Stay tuned for changes.  March 23 meeting at Italiano’s is cancelled

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you. 

WASHINGTON- Archbishop José H. Gomez of  Los 
Angeles, president of  the U.S. Conference of  Catholic 
Bishops, has issued the following regarding Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): 

With the worldwide outbreak of  the coronavirus, we are 
confronted once more with the fragility of  our lives, and 
again we are reminded of  our common humanity — 
that the peoples of  this world are our brothers and 
sisters, that we are all one family under God. 
God does not abandon us, he goes with us even now in 
this time of  trial and testing. In this moment, it is 
important for us to anchor our hearts in the hope that 
we have in Jesus Christ. Now is the time to intensify our 
prayers and sacrifices for the love of  God and the love 
of  our neighbor. Let us draw closer to one another in 
our love for him, and rediscover the things that truly 
matter in our lives. 
United with our Holy Father Pope Francis, let us pray in 
solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and around 
the world who are sick. Let us pray for those who have 
lost loved ones to this virus. May God console them and 
grant them peace. 
We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for 
public health officials and all civic leaders. May God 
grant them courage and prudence as they seek to 
respond to this emergency with compassion and in 
service to the common good. 
In this time of  need, I invite all the faithful to seek 
together the maternal intercession of  Our Lady of  
Guadalupe, and I share this prayer with you:    

Holy Virgin of  Guadalupe, 
Queen of  the Angels and Mother of  the Americas. 
We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 
as you did at the wedding in Cana. 
Pray for us, loving Mother, 
and gain for our nation and world, 
and for all our families and loved ones, 
the protection of  your holy angels, 
that we may be spared the worst of  this illness. 
For those already afflicted, 
we ask you to obtain the grace of  healing and 
deliverance. 
Hear the cries of  those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 
In this time of  trial and testing, 
teach all of  us in the Church to love one another and to 
be patient and kind. 
Help us to bring the peace of  Jesus to our land and to 
our hearts. 
We come to you with confidence, 
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, 
health of  the sick and cause of  our joy. 
Shelter us under the mantle of  your protection, 
keep us in the embrace of  your arms, 
help us always to know the love of  your Son, Jesus. 
Amen. 

http://www.usccb.org/news/2020/20-44.cfm. 
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